Abstract: Provenance studies on the Palaeozoic rocks from Thailand and Malaysia (parts of the Sibumasu Block or Shan-Thai Block) suggest proximity to a Precambrian craton. Biogeographic and taxonomic studies on Upper Cambrian through Ordovician trilobite and mollusc faunas suggest that this craton is northern Australia and an Ordovician placement next to Australia is probable.
INTRODUCTION
Southeast Asia is a part of the Asian composite continent (Argand, 1924; Kropotkin, 1972; Dickinson, 1973; Burrett, 1973 and 1974) .
Most recent authors divided mainland Southeast Asia into three major blocks: West Burma; the Sibumasu Block (or Shan-Thai Block or West Malaysian Block) and the Indochina Block, and have the Indochina Block colliding with the South China Block in the Triassic (Burrett, 1974; Bunopas, 1982; Gatinsky et al., 1978; Hutchison, 1975; Mitchell, 1984; Ridd, 1980; Stauffer, 1974) . The sutured boundary between the Sibumasu Block (Metcalfe's 1984 acronym for Siam, Burma, Malaysia and Sumatra) and the Indochina Block is taken as the Pha Som-Sra Kaeo ophiolite belt in Thailand (Bunopas, 1982) and the Bentong-Raub line in Malaysia (Hutchison, 1975) . Mainly due to poor outcrop, the ultramafics and mafics of this line have been very poorly studied but it is regarded as the remnants of a former ocean by Bunopas (1982) and Hutchison (1975) . Sibumasu and Indochina probably collided in the Triassic (Bunopas, 1982) though an earlier date is suggested by Helmcke (1984) .
PALAEOPOSITION
There are few constra"ints on the placement of the Sibumasu and Indochina Blocks prior to the Triassic. Palaeomagnetic data are sparse. Lower Palaeozoic data (Haile, 1980) come from the Setul Limestone of Malaysia, which on the basis of conodont
